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First Sunday Decade Celebrations
There will be Ministry Highlight Pre-
sentations with cookies and lemonade 
after the Traditional Worship time.

Mission Opportunity (see inside)

April 30, 2017
60th Anniversary Sunday Celebration

Our 60th Anniversary Celebration will 
culminate with Brunch at Collegiate 
School’s Centennial Hall.  More de-
tails will come.

Advent Devotionals
The Christian Education Ministry has 

an early Christmas gift for you!

Families with children are invited to par-
ticipate in Look Around the Manger, a 
sticker Advent calendar.  Watch the 
manger scene fill as we wait expectantly 
for the birth of Jesus!  Most families 
should have received their copy in the 
mail.  Children can also pick up their 
copies in Sunday School.

Youth are encouraged to visit 
www.d365.org for their special Advent 
series.

Adults are invited to read C.S. Lewis’ 
Peace, Hope, and Light for daily medita-
tions and prayers. Copies can 
be found in the Narthex.

All devotionals available 
while supplies last!  See 
Leigh Anne Ring for details.

Advent Sermon Series with Dr. Raymond Roberts

Advent Angels
Worship at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights @ 6:00 p.m.
December 7 Wednesday Night Supper followed by:
  RRPC’s Annual Christmas Pageant
December 14 Wednesday Night Supper followed by:
  Music 4 Kids and Carols

Make Reservations by filling in the Friendship Pad or 
by submitting an online reservation by noon on the prior Monday.

Christmas Eve Services
Welcome the Christ Child on Christmas Eve.

at 4:30 p.m. and 10:45 p.m.

Christmas Day
Worship with us Christmas Day at one service at 11:00 a.m.



Joys and Concerns
Deacons have been assigned on a 
rotating basis to contact people 
on our weekly Joys and Concerns 
list.  These individuals are willing 

to provide assistance in circum-
st ances where other help might not be 
available.  Please call Susan Hockman in 
the church office or one of the team mem-
bers if you have a joy or concern to share.

December - David Tillar

Join Our Church Family!
The Session of River Road Presbyterian 
Church cordially invites anyone who be-
lieves in Jesus Christ to become a mem-
ber of the Church.  New members are 
received typically on the third Sunday of 
the month.  If you are looking for a 
church home, please contact Susan 
Hockman at 740-7083 a week prior to 
the third Sunday to obtain information 
about the church and joining our church 
family.

Lectionary
Sunday, December 4

Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

Sunday, December 11
Third Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10
or Luke 1:46b-55

James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Sunday, December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 180:1-7, 17-19

Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day

Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)

John 1:1-14

Thank you for the pledge of support 

that you have made and are making to 

River Road Church.  Your pledge of 

your time, of your God-given talents, 

and of your financial treasure help 

support all that we do at River Road.  

We could do nothing without the faith-

ful support of our members.  Together, 

we are the Body of Christ.  When we 

are giving, we are being the faithful people God calls us to be.

If you have not returned your Pledge Card, may we receive it soon?  Our 

Ministries are planning their outreaches for 2017.  Knowing what funding to 

expect will allow us to plan for the work of our ministries in the coming year.

As we near the end of our Stewardship Campaign, it is important that we 

include you as a faithful member of our congregation’s giving this year.  We 

have much to accomplish in fulfilling the tasks that God has placed before us.  

Your continuing support will go a long way in achieving His wishes.

Thank you once again for your faithful support of our great church.

Music Notes
The music of the season is chosen with care as we begin our journey anew through 
the liturgical year, beginning with the Season of Advent. 

December 4, 11:00 a.m. ~ Advent II:   M4K Choristers and Cherubs will join 
ranks with the Chancel Choir and Celebration in Bronze to present Let’s Go to 
Bethlehem, written by Ray Roberts, along with other music of the season.

December 6, 7:00 p.m. ~ Da Capo Virginia and City Singers Finale Concert in 
our Sanctuary; public is invited.

December 11, 11:00 a.m. ~ Advent III:  River Road Ringers and Chancel Choir 
provide music on this Communion Sunday.

December 14, 6:45 p.m. ~ Carols & Choirs:  Our Wednesday Night Supper will 
conclude with music from our Music 4 Kids ensembles and the traditional singing 
of carols around the table.

December 18, 11:00 a.m. ~ Advent IV:  Psalms commissioned in 2008 in honor 
of Janet Hostenske by her husband, Tom; the 4 movements will appear throughout 
the liturgy with Janet Hostenske and Ali Shenk, flutists, and Music Scholar Tess 
Ottinger, soprano soloist.

Christmas Eve Worship at 4:30 and 10:45 p.m. will feature music by our various 
ensembles and candle lighting as we hear, again, God’s Story of redemption.

December 25, Christmas Day:  ONE service at 11:00 a.m.



Christian Education @ RRPCPathways
(Sunday School for Kindergarten-

5th Grade)
All children begin in Hill-

side Theater each 
Sunday for music by 
our M4K music staff.

December 6:  The Annunciation
Luke 1:26-38

Storyteller:  Janie Smith
December 4:  Gospel of Matthew

Thing #41
Storyteller:  Jennifer Hanes

December 11:  Gospel of Luke
Thing #43

Storyteller:  Jane Sewell
December 18: Gospel of John

Thing #44
Storyteller:  Jane Sewell

Special Note:
No Sunday School

December 25 or January 1

Extended Session
This year the Extended Session time is 
devoted to a survey of the Bible using the 
Spark Story Bible.  This engaging Bible 
for children will be used along with a 
simple craft and/or some coloring pages 
and worksheets.  Extended Session is 
geared for K-2nd graders and led by Car-
oline Ring and Kyle Riopelle.

Stories this Month
December 4—Angels Visit

(Matthew 1, Luke 1)
December 11—Mary Visits

(Luke 1:39-58)
December 18—Zechariah

(Luke 1:68-79)
December 25—No Extended Session

Annual Christmas Pageant
Wednesday, December 7

6:45 p.m.

Come sing along with your favorite carols and listen to
Luke’s beautiful nativity story.

All children age 3 and older are welcome to participate:
3 and 4 year olds: Sheep
K & 1st graders:  Angels

2nd & 3rd graders:  Shepherds
4th graders:  Townspeople

5th graders:  Main Characters
6th & 7th graders:  Ushers

8th graders:  Assistant Group Leaders
9th-12th graders:  Group Leaders

All children should be dressed in Neutral/Khaki Colors 
(except Angels should be in all white).

Our High School and Middle School Youth are fabulous hosts for this event.

Reservations for Wednesday Night Supper need to be made by 
11:00 a.m. on Monday, December 5.



The Great Food Race
Thanks to the congregation and other generous 
neighbors as the Youth of RRPC donated 865 
pounds of food to the LAMB’s Basket!  That is 186 
more pounds than last year.  Thanks also to our 
drivers that night: Jenn Cornell, Stephen Gwyn, 
Mary Stefanik, Brian Welch, and Jim Wright.  

Thanks especially to our 
youth—both Middle 
and High School—who gave of their time and 
abundant energy.  It is amazing what can be done 
in one hour!  Congratulations to the Middle School 
Youth for winning the GFR Trophy this year.  
Please keep bringing your food donations to the 
church during the holiday season—the need is great!

Youth Christmas Progressive Dinner/Tacky Light Tour
Sunday, December 11, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

$20 per youth
Pay attention to the weekly youth email for where to drop off and pick up your 

youth!  If you have any questions, 
contact Katie at 
msyouth@rrpcusa.org, Morrgan at 
hsyouth@rrpcusa.org, or Leigh 
Anne at leighannering@rrpcusa.org.  
There will be limited seating on the 
buses for transportation, so please 
register today!

Friends are ALWAYS welcome!

Adult Sunday School Classes

Faith and Family
Focusing on family and parenting, this 
class  examines a variety of family 
issues which challenge Christian par-
ents.  Come for the coffee - stay for the 
conversation.
December 4 - Christine Gray
December 11 - Leigh Anne Ring
December 18 - Liza Becker
December 25 and January 1. - No 
Sunday School
This class meets in Room 104 in the 
Monroe Wells Building.

God in Action
This class explores how the Bible is 
relevant in all aspects of our lives using 
a rotation style of teachers.
December 4 - Jenn Cornell leads Pray-
ing the News.  You are reminded to 
search for interesting/intriguing news 
articles or videos that you’d like to 
look at with a theological/ethical lens 
as a class.  Articles/Video Links may 
either be emailed to Jenn at 
jenncornell@verizon.net or you can 
bring them to class with you.
December 11 - Linda Thomas contin-
ues the Story of the Early Christian 
Church.
December 18 - Jim Ring teaches from 
the Gospel of Luke.
December 25 and January 1 - No 
Sunday School
This class meets in Kemp Hall.

Martin B. Williams
This class studies the Bible using the 
Present Word, a curriculum based on 
the Uniform Lesson Series.
December 4 - God Promises a Savior, 
Luke 1:26-38; LoAnn Fairman, teach-
er
December 11 - The Affirmation of the 
Promise, Luke 1:39-56; Andrew 
Sanders, teacher
December 18 - The Forerunner of the 
Savior, Luke 1:1-23,57-66; Tim Ails-
worth, teacher
December 25 - The Savior Has Been 
Born, Luke 2:1-21, Pat Ellison , teach-
er
This class meets in Room 01.

Join Our Young Adult Ministry
We are gathering at local eateries to talk 
about theology and enjoy fellowship with one 
another.  We meet the first and third Thurs-
days of each month at 6:00 p.m.

Look for location/date information in the 
Latest News or email Leigh Anne Ring at 
leighannering@rrpcusa.org to be put on the 
email list.

We are reading the book, Blue Like Jazz by 
Donald Miller.  We encourage you to download or purchase a copy. 

Thursday, December 1– 6:00 p.m.
Discuss Chapter 2: Problems: What I Learned on Television

at The home of Reid McGhee
(see email for address and other details)

If you have suggestions of locations for future meetings, please be in touch 
with Leigh Anne.



PW Women's Retreat
Invitations and registration forms for the 2017 RRPC Women’s Retreat, Walking With God, have been emailed to all 
RRPC women.  Copies are also available in the church office and on the information tables in the Narthex for those who 
don’t have email.  The retreat will be held February 25-26 at Roslyn Center, with Rev. Ronee Christy leading us. 
 Registration and checks are due in the church office no later than January 20.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Retreat Chair Bettie-Jane Gibson at gibsonbj@verizon.net or 303-3869.

Art in the Halls
We continue to display art created by members of our congregation on the walls just outside of 
Saunders Hall.  Please make a special effort to stop by!  Thanks so much to Mary Jane Ould for the 
beautiful pictures in the hallway!

If you would like to provide a display, please contact Mary Jane Ould.  Each display will remain 
around three months.  If you have art that is not able to be displayed on the walls, let us know; we 
can find a perfect spot.

Small Group Fellowship
Thank you to all who signed up to participate in the Small Group Fellowship dinners.  Nancy Sundin will put the groups 
together this month and send out the roster in December.  Looking forward to another fun year of fellowship!  Contact 
Nancy with questions at nsundin518@gmail.com.

Help for Camp Scholars
Your generous giving provides camp scholarships to 20 hardworking Richmond City public school students. During the 
months of June and July, these students participate in 1- or 2-week overnight camp experiences at Camp Hanover. 
Program coordinator, Karen Welch, is still seeking a Transportation Coordinator to provide transportation between 
campers' homes and Camp Hanover on Sunday (check-in) and Saturday (check-out) of camp weeks.  The Transportation 
Coordinator organizes this effort and provides support to the volunteers.  A healthy list of repeat drivers and SignUpGe-
nius help kick-start this process.

Fun Times at the River Road Presbyterian Childcare Center
We had a great time making bread today.  We cannot promise it will taste good. Just add lots of butter and maybe jelly!  
The children in the childcare center have been reading The Little Red Hen to go along with making bread (about a hen 
who makes bread and all through the story when she asks her friends to help her with the work, they say, “No.”  Then at 
the end when she goes to eat the bread, they want to eat with her, but she then tells them, “No.”)  We all agreed that 
making bread is hard work, and we know why the hen needed help!



Cookies for
   a holiday bake sale

The very merry & bright rrpc middle schoolers are excited to sponsor a holiday bake sale in support of summer 
campers at Camp Hanover.  Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 11!  Scrumptious treats will be available 
for purchase in the Narthex from 10:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  Cash/checks payable to RRPC will be accepted.  

Donations of holiday treats are welcome.  Contact Dana Moore at danamoore401@gmail.com for more information 
or visit Sign Up Genius at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4fa8aa2ea57-cookies/7076568.

Many thanks to the individuals who came out for the Clean Up /Company’s Coming 
Day!  Closets were organized, shelves were tidied, surfaces were  cleaned, and unused 
items were taken away.  The hard work of many has helped make our church ready for 
Advent and Christmas company as well as simply more pleasant for our members.  Watch 
for another opportunity for cleanup in the spring.

Chrismon Tree
(From an article in the Witness from December 15, 2000, supplied by 
Lena Teng.)  “The idea for the Chrismon tree began in 1957, at the 
Evangelical Lutheran church in Danville, Virginia.  The word Chrismon 
is a contraction of two words:  Christ and Monogram.  The handmade 
ornaments on the tree and skirt are symbols of Christianity.  Our tree and 
skirt was a gift to the church from the Needlework Guild in 1978.  Among 
our ornaments are the star, a sign to the wise men at the birth of Christ; 
the dove, the Holy Spirit at Christ’s baptism; the crown, a symbol of the 
King-ship of Christ - his place of honor at the right hand of God; and the 
cross, which symbolizes his crucifixion and the promise of eternal life.  
We hope you will enjoy our tree.”

As we are in our 60th Anniversary year, our Chrismon tree skirt has been 
lovingly refurbished by the hands of Deane Adams.  The gifts of the past 
are being nurtured and honored still today.  Our love and gratitude to 
them and to the Needlework Guild of 1978.



Amazing Advent

The Mission and Service Ministry here at RRPC invites you to participate in our Amazing   Advent missions 
project.  Many Advent calendars count down the days to Christmas with doors or windows that open and 
provide a treat of some kind.  Instead of counting down the days, our Amazing Advent will count weeks, 
and you will bring a treat for someone in need.

Here’s how it will work:  Each week one of our supported missions or organizations will be featured, and 
you will bring a “treat” or item for that mission, and in doing so, we will share God’s love with our 
community and hopefully make a big impact with our focused donations.

The Amazing Advent schedule is as follows:

 Advent Week 1:  November 27—Military Support (Iraq)
  Thank You for your donations to our military support efforts.

 Advent Week 2:  December 4—Soup Kitchen
  Item:  Cold Weather Gear
   Ideas:  gloves, warm socks, a new or gently used coat (all adult sized)

 Advent Week 3:  December 11—Reid Elementary School
  Item:  Children’s Book
   Book for ages 4 to 10

 Advent Week 4:  December 18—LAMB’s Basket
  Items:  Canned Beans (of any kind), Canned Tomatoes, or Grape Jelly

 Christmas Week 5:  December 24 or 25—Military Support
  Items:  Gel Shoe Inserts or Warm Socks

There will be a basket labeled “Amazing Advent” for your weekly donations.  We thank you in advance for 
your participation in this project and know that your contributions will be appreciated by so many people.



Furniture and Household Items Drive for CARITAS
RRPC is holding a Furniture and Household Items Drive for CARITAS on Saturday, December 17.  We 
will come to your home in a large truck to pick up items you have to donate.

Please email or call Lesley Glotzl at lesley@glotzl.com or 804-357-4917 to have your name added to the 
pick up list.  A few days in advance, we will call you with a 2-hour pick up window.

We need volunteers!  Especially those who are able to carry heavy items.  If your child needs community 
service hours for school, this counts!  We would also love college students who are home for break to help 
out!  We are planning on breaking the volunteering into manageable 2 or 3-hour windows, NOT all day.
Please donate these items you have that are clean and in good, working condition.  Your donations go 
directly to individuals and families that are working their way out of homelessness and setting up their own 
homes!

Furniture and home decor:
- clean mattress and box spring sets (twin, full, and queen only- no foam mattresses)
- metal bed frames (no 
headboards/footboards/wooden 
beds)
- dining tables and chairs (no 
glass tops please)
- counter and bar height stools
- sofas and upholstered chairs
- bookcases, coffee tables, and 
side tables
- armoires, nightstands, and 
dressers
- hall trees
- area rugs (smaller than 6’ x 8’)
- wall mirrors and framed art-
work
NO:  cribs, futons, hutches, en-
tertainment centers, or medical 
equipment

Housewares:
- dishes, serving dishes, bakeware, glasses (no stemware), flatware, and knives
- clocks, coffee makers, food processors, crockpots, lamps (table and floor), microwaves, radios, vacuums, 
toasters, heaters, irons and ironing boards, fans (box and floor), and DVD players
- table linens, bath towels and washcloths, and shower curtains
- pillows, blankets, sheet sets, and bed skirts (all sizes)
- hangers, laundry baskets, and storage bins
- manual tools and toolboxes
NO:  tube tvs, wall mount tvs without a stand, toys, appliances, computers, books, clothes, or lights/ceiling 
fans that install in ceiling



Please Join the Presbyterian Women
for

A Christmas Musical Program
by

the Third Grade Boys Choir
and

Strings Ensemble
of St. Christopher’s School

December 6, 2016
General Meeting at 10:00 AM

Program at 10:30 AM
Refreshments to Follow in Saunders Hall

All Are Welcome
The Third Grade Choir at St. Christopher's School is comprised of the entire third grade.  In the first half of the 
year, the boys learn Christmas music and sing in the Lower School Christmas Pageant.  In the second half of the 
year, the boys learn music in order to sing for the Virginia Home, chapel performances, and Lower School 
graduation.  For most of these boys, this is their first choir experience.  Many decide to continue in the choral 
program by joining the fourth and fifth grade choir the following year.  The third grade boys are part of the Lower 
School Strings Ensemble, which is a combined group of third and fourth grade boys and girls from St. Christo-
pher's and St. Catherine's schools.  This is the first large ensemble in which they participate where they begin to 
learn how to play in a true string orchestra.  Most students have been playing their instruments two to three years 
by the time they join the Lower School Strings Ensemble.  The group performs regularly at school chapels, has 
two concerts per school year, and competes in the Music in the Park Festival each year.





PRAYERS DAY AND NIGHT
Petitioners, RRPC members, or non-mem-
bers may make prayer requests through 
voice mail by simply calling the church 
office at 740-7083, ext. 352.

RIVER ROAD PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
8960 River Road
Richmond, VA  23229

December 1, 2016

Church Officers
Clerk of Session:  Linda Thomas

Treasurer:  Linwood Cobb
Assistant Treasurer:  Cheryl Duff

Assistant Treasurer:  Sharon Cherry

Session Class of 2016
John Blauvelt Lee Branch Lunda Kies
Bill Osborne Kristen Raper Bob Spicknall

Session Class of 2017
Rebecca Felton Ellen Guinther David MacMillan
Dan Murray Betsy Riopelle  Andrew Sanders

Session Class of 2018
Terry Byrne Pratt Cherry Jim Cuthbertson
Lee Ann McGhee Dana Moore Jim Stewart

Deacons Class of 2016
Lisa Brand Nancy Gleason Sally Maynard
  David Tillar

Deacons Class of 2017
Mark Ames Jennifer Hanes Cathey Brown
  Ann Spiers

Deacons Class of 2018
Kimberly Dawson Jeff Glotzl  Kirsten Gregory
  Scott Thornhill

River Road Presbyterian Church
Defining Vision:  Reach, Nurture, Send, and Serve

Vision—River Road Presbyterian Church is to be a vibrant congregation spreading the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  As a Christ-Centered Church, firmly grounded in the basic 
tenets of the Apostles’ Creed, we will foster and encourage the spiritual growth of all in 
their faith journeys.
Mission—To introduce Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him; To deepen the 
faith of those who know Jesus Christ; and To demonstrate His way of love in service to 
the world.

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor and Head of Staff..................Dr. Raymond R. Roberts  (ext. 301)
Director of Christian Education....................Leigh Anne Ring  (ext. 306)
Director of Music/Organist ....................Lawrence W. Heath  (ext. 311)
Assistant Director of Music/Organist..........................Marianne P. Crean
Director of  Operations............................Susan G. Hockman  (ext. 300)
Administrative Assistant.....................................Brenda Chavis (ext. 302)
Sexton.........................................................Larry E. Coleman  (ext. 308)
High School Youth Intern........................................Morrgan E. Brannan
Middle School Youth Intern.................................Katherine R. Thomison
Childcare Center Director...........................Melanie M. Davis  (ext. 319)
Childcare Center Assistant Director.....Marguerite M. Steiber  (ext. 319)

Telephone:  740-7083    Fax:  741-7787    E-Mail:  askus@rrpcusa.org
Website:  www.rrpcusa.org    Prayer Chain:  740-7083 ext. 352

Pastor Emeritus:  Dr. Richard L. Sommers

DEACON’S CORNER
Any member of RRPC unable to attend church who would like communion at 
home, please contact the church office at 740-7083 or Lisa Brand at 741-8350 
to make arrangements.  If you have a need for meals delivered to you, please 
contact Susan Hockman in the church office.

ll

Upcoming Newsletter Deadlines
December 12 for January 1, 2017

Nickels for Hunger
Please note the Nickels for Hunger 
offerings are collected on the last 
Sunday of each month.

Christmas Joy Offering

Each year during the Advent and 
Christmas season, we turn our eyes to 
Bethlehem and celebrate the won-
drous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offer-
ing, you honor this gift by providing 
assistance to current and retired 
church workers in their time of need 
and developing our future leaders at 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic 
schools and colleges.  There are giving 
envelopes in the pew racks.


