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Infants and Preschoolers
Childcare is available during both worship services and Sunday School in Room 102 in the Monroe Wells

building.  Our childcare is staffed with paid caregivers who provide consistent, comfortable care for our youngest

friends.  They balance time on the playground with Bible stories, crafts, and yummy snacks each week.

Our Infants play in Room 106 while our Preschool friends have a Sunday school lesson each week at 10:00

a.m..  Their curriculum follows the same stories as the Pathways program (K-5th grade) so families can enjoy learning the stories

of the Bible together.

Worshipping with Children
September is a great time to start new habits.  Worshipping with your children in the Sanctuary may 

be a new habit for your family.  We love to have children in the Sanctuary!  Here are some ways that 

we hope to welcome children during our traditional service:

Worship bags for pre-readers and readers are available each week.  These bags have a Bible-

themed worksheet, some blank paper, and crayons.

Time with Children:  All children are welcome to join Leigh Anne each week during the traditional worship service.  Following this

time our Extended Session program is available.

Extended Session is geared for K-2nd graders.  Children will meet in Creation Station for worship enrichment enhancing the

Sunday school lesson for the day.  They will return to the Sanctuary during the last hymn in order to participate in fellowship with

the congregation.

There is always Childcare in our nursery for infants and preschoolers (check in to room 102 in the Monroe Wells building.)  Infants

will transition to room 106 while preschoolers will remain in room 102.

You may want to visit the Children’s Library space in the Monroe Wells building before worship so your child may choose a special

book to read.  This can be found on the second floor of the Monroe Wells building.  

“I was glad when they said to me, Let us go to the house of the Lord!”  Psalm 122:1

Rally Day - See You in Sunday School!

Sunday, September 9th is Rally Day!  Join us for Sunday School celebration at 10:00 a.m.  We will begin all together (all ages) in

the Sanctuary.  Children will be dismissed to their classrooms and parade over to the Monroe Wells Building.  All children should

be gathered by their parents at 10:30 a.m. for a visit to the Sweet Frog truck.  Adults will hear about our fall programming including

Sunday School, weekday Bible studies, and Wednesday night classes.  Come celebrate with us!



Elementary School Children
Sunday School for this Group is Called Pathways

(Kindergarten-5th Grade)

All elementary aged children begin in Hillside Theater each Sunday.  A Storyteller shares the Bible story for

the day to the whole group.  Following the story the children break into age groups to participate in activities

designed to allow them to interact with the Bible story in creative ways.  These activities may include crafts,

worksheets, videos, technology, cooking, and more!

Wednesday Dinners

Sitting still after dinner can be difficult so we have two options for children who are finished eating:

Still Waters Room (Library—not staffed)  Quiet activities for busy hands

Joyful Noise Room (room 01—staffed by University of Richmond students)  Active options for busy bodies

Milestone Events

Throughout the year in Sunday school our K-5th graders will engage in Milestone events:

K & 1st graders:  The Lord’s Prayer

2nd graders: Welcome to the Table

3rd graders:  Worship

4th & 5th graders:  Bible 101

Youth

(6th—12th Graders)

Our Youth Ministry is rooted in Sunday School, expanded in Youth Groups, and supported on Wednesday nights.

Sunday School:

6th and 7th Graders:  This group gathers for high energy and interactive experiences

designed to engage youth in meaningful opportunities to explore their faith.  Students build

an understanding of how God’s word fits into the life of a middle schooler.  Breakfast

Fellowship kicks off this class in Room 206 taught by Dana and Doug Moore. 

8th Graders (Confirmation):  This class allows students to spend a full school year

exploring the issues regarding professing your faith in Jesus Christ.  Church membership is always a choice for the student and

the parents.  They meet in Room 208 and are taught by Heather Jenkins, Bob Spicknall, and other RRPC staff and leaders.

9th-12th Graders:  The class studies a variety of topics from Bible study and theology to ethics in Christian living.  The group meets

in Room 203 and are taught by Betsy and Brian Riopelle.

Youth Groups:

All Youth meet for dinner in Saunders Hall at 6:00 p.m.  Both groups bal-

ance Bible reflections with fellowship and games.  Both groups are led 

by Youth Ministry Staff:  Jessie Cooke and Sam Shields.

Youth Groups begin Sunday, September 16. 

Wednesday Night Youth:

Join the Youth Ministry Staff for dinner at 6:00 p.m.

Following dinner, gather for check-in  6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Wednesday night dinners begin September 12.

Emails are sent weekly to families with youth.  Need to add your name to the list?  youth@rrpcusa.org

Visitors are always welcome at all Sunday School and Youth Group events!

Youth Ministry 



Meet Our New Youth Staff

Jessie Cooke

Jessie s a current Union student who is pursuing her Masters of Christian Education degree. She grew up in

Hanover with her parents and two sisters.  Jessie graduated from William and Mary in 2017, with a degree in

Music.  The W&M choir is where she met her husband, Jeb; they were married last November.  She and Jeb

enjoy ringing handbells with the James River Ringers, as well as spending time with their cat, Fraidy, and their

dog, Beau.

Sam Shields

Sam Shields is a Final level student at Union Presbyterian Seminary, focusing his studies in Ethics, Pastoral

Care, and Youth Ministry.  Sam functioned as a Stephen Minister in the Bluefish cohort at Presbyterian

College, serving as a spiritual presence from the Office of Religious and Spiritual Life.  Sam was the Ukirk

coordinator at Presbyterian College during the 2015-2016 academic year.  Sam graduated from Presbyterian

College in 2016, with a Bachelor of Arts in Christian Education.  Sam served as the Camp Chaplain at Camp

Hanover during the 2017 summer programming, as well as a Chaplain Intern at UVAHS in Charlottesville in

the summer of 2018.

Saying Goodbye to Sonya-Lee Zezza

After 18 years of providing quality and loving care in our nursery, Sonya-Lee has begun a new chapter in her life. She has moved

to Florida. We will miss her in so many ways. She was our faithful first face for families with young children. She greeted them with

calm assurances and responsive care to each one's needs. She provided a safe and nurturing environment so that parents could

worship and attend Sunday School without worry or stress. Her smile was contagious. Her son, Zach, became a confirmed member

of RRPC! We want to offer you a way to add your thanks to her for her time at RRPC. We will be collecting notes, pictures, and

even drawings from your children in the church office. You can also make a donation to a love offering that will be shared with

Sonya-Lee. Donations should be made payable to the Church, indicating "Sonya-Lee" on the check memo line and envelope and

submitted in an offering plate or mailed or delivered to the Church office. We will mail everything to Florida by the last week of

September so please have your gifts to the church office by Sunday, September 23.

Art in the Halls

We continue to display art created by members of our congregation on the walls just outside of

Saunders Hall.  Please make a special effort to stop by!

Our current display is some fabulous photography by Ken Hitchens.

If you would like to provide a display, please contact Mary Jane Ould.  Each display will remain around

three months.  If you have art that is not able to be displayed on the walls, let us know; we can find a

perfect spot.

Attention:  Parents of 2018-2019 RRPC College Students

The River Road Presbyterian Women have as one of their missions to support the RRPC current college students with cards, notes,

and freshman care packages.  Please email your student's current college address, his or her birthday, and year in school

to Jennifer Hanes at jenhanes52@gmail.com as soon as possible.

Thank you for helping us support these students!



Lectionary
September 2

15th Sunday after Pentecost
Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9; James 1:17-27
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

September 9

16th Sunday after Pentecost
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
Psalm 125; James 2:1-10 (11-13)
14-17; Mark 7:24-37

September 16

17th Sunday after Pentecost
Proverbs 1:20-33; Psalm 19
James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38

September 23

18th Sunday after Pentecost
Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37

September 30

19th Sunday after Pentecost
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-23; Psalm 124
James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50

Joys and Concerns

Deacons have been assigned on a 

rotating basis to contact people on our 

weekly Joys and Concerns list.  These 

individuals are willing to provide 

assistance in circumstances where 

other help might not be available.  

Please call Susan Hockman in the 

church office or one of the team 

members if you have a joy or concern to 

share.

September - Kimberly Dawson

Join Our Church Family

The Session of River Road 

Presbyterian Church cordially invites 

anyone who believes in Jesus Christ to 

become a member of the Church.  New 

members are received typically on the 

third Sunday of the month.  If you are 

looking for a church home, please 

contact Susan Hockman at 740-7083 a 

week prior to the third Sunday to obtain 

information about the church and 

joining our church family.

Faith and Family

A little bit of parenting, a little bit of marriage enrichment, a

little bit of faith development, and a little bit of Bible 101.

Join us as we support each other and learn together! This

class meets in the Parlor in the main building.

God in Action

This class explores how the Bible is relevant in all aspects

of our lives using a rotation schedule including:  Praying the News led by Jenn

Cornell, History of the Christian Church led by Linda Thomas, and Bible Study (leader

to be determined).  This class meets in Kemp Hall.

Sunday Speakers in the Fall

All adults are invited to join us for some special speakers this fall.  These are great

events for folks to try out Sunday school.  They are also great invents to invite friends

and neighbors!  See below for upcoming events.

September 16, 23, & 30 - Janet Carter returns with Parenting (see separate article).

October 28 - Reformation Sunday - Linda Thomas and Dr. Carroll Londoner return

to teach about John Calvin.

November 4 - CARITAS Director of Community Engagement, Tiffany Hall Terry will

be with us.

December (TBD) - Rev. Bob Shenk, Lead Chaplain for Special Projects, Bon

Secours, will be speaking.

Martin B. Williams - Room 01

This class studies the Bible using the Present Word, a curriculum based on the Uniform

Lesson Series.  This faithful class  joins in singing at the beginning of each class

followed by the sharing of the Joys and Concerns our of congregation and prayer.  The

lesson is taught by four devoted teachers:  Floyd Cotton, Pat Ellison, Bill Osborne, and

Andrew Sanders. 

Adult Sunday School

Other Opportunities

Women’s Bible Study

Organized by Lois Hedberg

beginning September 12

2nd/4th Wednesdays of each month

1:00 p.m. Church Parlor

Thursday Afternoon Bible Study

Beginning September 13

Every Thursday 1:30 p.m.

in Saunders Hall

This Fall:  The Psalms

All are welcome to join!

Christian Education for Adults









Join us for worship this fall as our Pastor, Dr. Raymond Roberts, begins his new sermon series.  Worship times are at 9:00 a.m.

(Informal) and at 11:00 a.m. (Traditional) with Sunday School for all ages at 10:00 a.m.  Also, please make note of the following

upcoming events.  We would love to have you participate.

Early Fall Events

Wednesday Night Supper News
The Fellowship and Hospitality Ministry is excited to announce a new caterer for our WNS.  We are engaging Aladdin Food Services

@ Collegiate with Food Service Director, Andy Harrison, and Catering Chef, Will Gravely.  They are eager to entice us with their

delicious food and some creative new menus.  Menus can be found online and in the church bulletins each week.

Andy Harrison - Andy is a graduate of Elon University with a Bachelor’s of Science in Business and a minor in Finance.  He has been in the food 

service industry for two decades opening numerous restaurants as an executive chef, winning multiple awards, and was featured in an article in 

Richmond Magazine recognizing the area’s top chefs.  Andy has been at Collegiate for the last ten years as Food Service Director and as an 

assistant coach with the Varsity Baseball Team.  Recently he has served on the advisory board for the revamped culinary program at J. Sargeant 

Reynolds Community College, and on the committee for the Starry Night Chef's Event to benefit the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.  At home Andy 

enjoys spending time with his wife Beth, daughter Mae Wallace, son Murphy, and beloved pug Portis.

Will Gravely - Will Gravely is a graduate of Culinary Arts from Sullivan University in Louisville, Kentucky.  After graduation, Will has held many 

prestigious positions in restaurants throughout the southeast including Sous Chef under Anthony Lamas at Seviche in Louisville.  In his time in 

Richmond, Will has worked at Feed More and served as the Executive Chef of Eurasia and Pig & Pearl.  Will is beginning his third year as Catering 

Chef at Collegiate.  At home Will loves spending time with his daughter, Lily, listening to Hall and Oates, and cheering for any athletic event 

involving WVU.

A Bit More News about WNS

We will open the Buffet Line now at 5:50 p.m.  So if you want to beat the “Mad Rush” and have a bit more time to socialize and eat

before The New Wednesday Programming, come on early!  We will be ready for you!  The Children’s Choir releases at 6:00 p.m.

A salad will be on the buffet line every week.  The chicken tenders remain peanut allergy safe.  All pricing remains the same. 

A Pay Online option will soon be available; look for specific details coming soon.  Remember the noon Monday sign up deadline.

There is no better way to grow in relationship with your church family than by sharing a meal together.  Come on out and check out

our new Catering and Join us for WNS as we CELEBRATE RRPC!

September 9—Rally Day, 10:00 a.m. meet in Sanctuary

September 9—Annual Church Picnic (Roslyn), 5:00 p.m.

September 12—1st Wednesday Night Supper, 6:00 p.m.

September 16, 23, 30—Parenting Speaker, Sunday School

September 23—Newcomer Orientation, 12:00 p.m.

October 24—Halloween Carnival following Supper

Main Meal - $8 Childs portion of main meal 

(elementary school and 

younger) - $5

Chicken tenders and mac & 

cheese meal - $4

Salad Meal - $5





At the Stated Meeting on July 22, Session took the following 

actions:

● Received the resignation of Lisa Williams as Director of the 

Childcare Center and planned for interim leadership of the 

center.

● Approved having the congregation and staff participate in an 

anonymous survey pertaining to RRPC’s mission work.

● Approved Christian Education curricula for the 2018-2019 

year.

● Approved the use of five iPads for use in the Pathways 

Sunday School program.

● Appointed Ellen Guinther and Jim Stewart to attend a called 

meeting of the Presbytery on August 7.

Complete approved Session minutes are available in the 

Church Library.

At the Stated Meeting on August 26, Session took the following

actions:

● Approved the celebration of communion at the choir retreat

at RRPC on September 22.

● Approved the purchase of five large print hymnals and fund-

ing for the Carols and Keyboards event in December.

● Approved including a Mission and Service survey with the

bulletins at both worship services on Rally Day, September

9.

● Approved additional Sunday School curricula for 2018-2019.

● Approved adjustments to the Childcare Center budget based

on increased revenues.

● Agreed to begin exploring proposals for the development of

a church logo.

Notable business that took place during called meetings be-

tween the July and August Stated Meetings:

● Hired Melanie Davis back on an interim basis as Director of

the Childcare Center following the resignation of Lisa Wil-

liams in that role.  

● Received the resignation of Philip Tickle as Assistant Director

of Music, effective with the August 26 worship service.

● Appointed Elder Dana Moore as Chair of the Childcare Cen-

ter Ministry.

Bible Study Circle
September 11, 2018
Church Parlor
After the General Meeting
 
Evening Circle
September 11, 2018
Virginia Power Boat Association
6:00 p.m.

Literary Circle
September 18, 2018
Betty Ruggles, 2300 Cedarfield Parkway, #492
10:00 a.m.
 
Program Circle
September 11, 2018
Kemp Hall
After the General Meeting

Session Actions

Thank You!

Thanks to all of those in my “Church Family” that sent me cards, emails, phone calls, and well wishes during

from the blood test that the cancer was gone.  Prayers answered.

Larry Anderson

PW Meetings

PW General Meeting - September 11 - 10:00 a.m. in Saunders Hall



Summer Fun at RRPC!
Summer Kids

Ark Adventures
Whether a big kid or little kid, this summer was action-packed 
adventure through August.  The Christian Education Ministry 
Team extends a shout out to the many volunteers who added to 
the success (and great times) of summer programs.  Thank you 
to ALL CE volunteers for your service ~ YOU’RE THE BEST!

Summer Kids Volunteers

Sally Ailsworth  

Abby Baird

Lisa Brand

Jennifer Cobb

Linwood Cobb

Libby Evans

Cheryl Janney

Ray Roberts

Sallie Roberts

Sherry Scudder

Ann Spiers

Youth Volunteers

Katherine Becker

Charli Caylor

Grace Cornell

Malone McGhee

Abby Manchester

Thomas Manchester

Maris Smutz

Mia Smutz

Joshua Ring



Prayers Day and Night
Petitioners, RRPC members or non-mem-
bers may make prayer requests through 
voice mail by simply calling the church of-
fice at 740-7083, ext. 352.

RIVER ROAD PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
8960 River Road
Richmond, VA  23229

September 1, 2018

Church Officers
Clerk of Session:  Linda Thomas

Treasurer:  Linwood Cobb
Assistant Treasurer:  Sharon Cherry

Assistant Treasurer:  Cheryl Duff

Session Class of 2018
Terry Byrne  Pratt Cherry Jim Cuthbertson
Lee Ann McGhee  Dana Moore Jim Stewart

Session Class of 2019
Patricia A. Avery  Lee Branch T. J. Childress
Lesley Glotzl  Curt Manchester Kristen Raper

Session Class of 2020
Ellen Guinther  Brooke Hearn Dan Murray
Cory Rayfield  Sherry Scudder Shel Thomas

Deacons Class of 2018
Kimberly Dawson    Jeff Glotzl 
Kirsten Gregory    Scott Thornhill

Deacons Class of 2019
Judy Busch    Tim Evans
Nancy Gleason    Ken Hitchens

Deacons Class of 2020
Cathey Brown    Mike Donavant
Laura Murray    Melissa Schein

River Road Presbyterian Church
Defining Vision:  Reach, Nurture, Send, and Serve

Vision—River Road Presbyterian Church is to be a vibrant congregation spreading the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  As a Christ-Centered Church, firmly grounded in the basic 
tenets of the Apostles’ Creed, we will foster and encourage the spiritual growth of all in 
their faith journeys.
Mission—To introduce Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him; To deepen the faith 
of those who know Jesus Christ; and To demonstrate His way of love in service to the 
world.

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor and Head of Staff...........................Dr. Raymond R. Roberts  (ext. 301)
Associate Pastor........................................Rev. Andrew Whitehead  (ext. 304)
Director of Christian Education..............................Leigh Anne Ring  (ext. 306)
Director of Music.....................................................Landry J. Duvall  (ext. 311)
Assistant Director of Music/Organist...................................Marianne P. Crean
Assistant Director of Music........................................................Philip S. Tickle
Director of Operations.......................................Susan G. Hockman  (ext. 300)
Administrative Assistant.............................................Brenda Chavis (ext. 302)
Sexton..................................................................Larry E. Coleman  (ext. 308)
Youth Interns...........................................................................Jessie P. Cooke
.......................................................................................................Sam Shields
Childcare Center Director..........................................Melanie Davis  (ext. 319)

Telephone:  740-7083    Fax:  741-7787    E-Mail:  askus@rrpcusa.org
Website:  www.rrpcusa.org    Concern Mailbox:  740-7083 ext. 352
River Road Presbyterian Childcare Center Telephone:  740-2003

Pastor Emeritus:  Dr. Richard L. Sommers

Deacon’s Corner
Any member of RRPC unable to attend church who would like communion 
at home, please contact the church office at 740-7083 or Kirsten Gregory 
at 282-0772 to make arrangements.  If you have a need for meals 
delivered to you, please contact Susan Hockman in the church office.

Upcoming Newsletter Deadlines

September 14 for October 1
October 16 for November 1

November 13 for December 1
December 12 for January 1, 2019

Nickels for Hunger
Please note the Nickels for Hunger 
offerings are collected on the last 
Sunday of each month.

Be sure to regularly check the
RRPC Church Calendar online at 
www.calendarwiz.com/rrpcusa.


