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Dr. Raymond Roberts, Pastor of River Road Presbyterian Church, speaks of Dr. O a . 
“Doug O a  is quite possibly the foremost Reformed theologian of our me.  Volume One of his systema c theology          
ar culates Chris an faith in compelling fashion in a me when the church faces two challenges:  On the one hand, some  
voices define Chris an faith in terms of an unthinking fundamentalism.  On the other hand, ‘the new atheists’ and a younger 
more skep cal genera on ques on the validity of Chris an faith.  His theological thinking shies away from specula on and is 
rooted in a belief that that theology is a ‘prac cal wisdom’ that informs faithful living.  That is, what we believe about God 
impacts how we live.  He worries that the mainline (or ‘liberal’) church is too inclined to act on its intui ons and insufficiently 
theological.  He is broadly in the line of theological thinking that stretches from Augus ne, John Calvin, Jonathan Edwards, 
and H. Richard Niebuhr.  He calls the church to be radically centered on God and Jesus Christ.” 

Dr. O a  will be coming to Richmond and speaking on:  Who is Jesus Christ? 
Friday March 31:  3:00 p.m.—Lecture at Union Seminary (open to the public) 

Saturday, April 1:  9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.—Presenta on at River Road Presbyterian Church 

Sunday, April 2:  10:00 to 10:50 a.m.—Adult Sunday School and 
2:00 to 3:30 p.m.—Presenta on at River Road Presbyterian Church 

Quotes from Dr. Douglas O a ’s Wri ngs: 
“The pastoral aim of the church is to deepen and shape Chris an piety… and thus help people interact with objects, others, 
situa ons, and reali es in a way that is faithfully responsive to God.  A Chris an theology serves this aim by furnishing a   
vision or a picture of things with respect to the God disclosed in Jesus Christ…” 
“The event of Jesus Christ is the most important clue to the deity who meets us at every turn, as well as to a faithful life.” 
“The true danger – one that really does threaten to render liberal Protestants [i.e., non-fundamentalist Protestants] beside 
the point – is a loss of theological acuity, a diminishment of their readiness to draw on explicitly theological language… as 
they engage the contemporary world.” 
“The evangelist does not convert people or bring them to faith.  The evangelist witnesses to the gospel, and people are 
brought to faith or not by grace and the Spirit... [When we turn away from evangelism] perhaps we shall come to envision 
the church primarily as a community of service that tries to do good works.  In fact, we may come to picture the church as a 
society of moral commitment whose members engage in good works rather than evangelize.  And it is possible that we shall 
come to emphasize social service above and/or apart from preaching, teaching, and worshipping, and so on.  That is, an   
interest in transforming the social world may come to displace things such as worship, teaching church school, or studying 
Bible and theology.” 
“Jesus Christ is for Chris ans the supreme media on of God.  He differs from other media in that the whole of his life,        
ministry, death, and resurrec on ‘belongs to the divine disclosure and, as the final and norma ve revela on, is the full     
presence of God, an embodiment that does not admit of degree.’”  
“Does the Trinity make any sense?  My answer will be that it does, although not as a kind of celes al mathema cs…          
Trinitarian theology points toward a transforma ve and saving apprehension of the most excellent and faithful God.” 
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